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Background & Purpose: Adherence to ethical principles in research is one of the
fundamental pillars of maintaining scientific credibility and promoting social
capital in educational institutions. In military universities, due to the specific
nature of missions, security sensitivities, and protection requirements, adherence
to research ethics standards is doubly important. However, the lack of a local and
systematic model in this field can lead to challenges such as conflict of interest,
violation of data privacy, or improper exploitation of research results. The aim of
this study is to design a model for promoting research ethics in military
universities of the Islamic Republic of Iran.

Methodology: This research is applied in terms of purpose and exploratory in
terms of approach. The research data were analyzed through library studies and
with the data-driven method using MaxQD software. A focus group was used to
validate the model. The statistical population in the focus group stage included 5
prominent researchers of the university who were selected through a purposeful
and judgmental method.

Findings: Internal and external factors justify need to pay attention to research
ethics. The central category is attention to researchers, research participants, the
nature of research and how to publish the results. Causal conditions, contextual
factors, intervening conditions, strategies and consequences were identified and
categorized. Validation of model by the focus group method indicated the
confirmation of the factors.

Conclusion: Adherence to research ethics leads to improving the level of
technology and innovation, achieving a desirable global position, preventing
scientific surprises, reviving Islamic civilization, and reviving individual and
institutional components. To improve research ethics, special attention should be
paid to goals, perspectives, and policies with a strategic approach, reforming the
attitudes of policymakers, research processes, and structures, creating a discourse
in the field of research ethics, and teaching the standards of research ethics and
national and global interests.
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