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Background & Purpose: Logistics and military supply chain are considered vital
functions in any military organization or activity. Defects in this chain can lead to
defeat on the battlefield, casualties, and jeopardizing national security. Therefore,
updating and effectively managing the supply chain, with an emphasis on
innovation (in open and closed formats) and improving the level of cooperation
between its members, is an undeniable necessity. The purpose of this article is to
examine the impact of cooperation in the defense supply chain on the innovation
capabilities in the readiness and support command system of a force.
Methodology: This research is applied in terms of purpose and descriptive in
terms of data collection method. The statistical population of the research was the
readiness and support command of the Islamic Republic of Iran Air Force. The
research questionnaire was distributed and collected by random stratified
sampling method among 145 employees of this command. The indicators and
items related to “Supply Chain Collaboration” were adapted from the study of
Liao et al. (2021) and the “Innovation Capabilities” questionnaire from the study
of Maonilla et al. (2011).

Findings: Based on the results of testing the main research hypothesis, the
calculated t-coefficient value (3.62) shows that defense supply chain collaboration
with a path coefficient (0.389) has a significant and positive effect on innovation
capability in the Air Force Readiness and Support Command System. Also, all
sub-hypotheses of the research were confirmed; defense supply chain
collaboration with a path coefficient (0.674) has a significant effect on product
innovation. defense supply chain collaboration with a path coefficient (0.606) has
a significant effect on process innovation. defense supply chain collaboration with
a path coefficient (0.220) has a significant effect on organizing and creating ideas
in the aforementioned system.

Conclusion: This research was conducted based on one main hypothesis and
three sub-hypotheses. The findings indicate that the main hypothesis of the study
(based on the positive and significant impact of defense supply chain
collaboration on innovation capability) along with all its sub-hypotheses are
confirmed. Therefore, it can be concluded that strengthening cooperation in the
defense supply chain can play a key role in enhancing innovation capabilities
(including product, process, and organizational and idea creation innovation) in
the Air Force Readiness and Support Command System.
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